
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Time and distance prevent us from going home often. But we make the effort to 

go home from time to time for a family reunion. It is a great experience, especially 

when we have been away for a long time. 

At our family reunions we expect our family members to show interest in our 

stories. We become a little bit disappointed if they are not interested. 

In today’s gospel reading we see Jesus going home for “a family reunion” and 

expecting his people to have a positive response to his cause. He wanted his 

people to give themselves to his ministry and become part of it. So on a Sabbath 

day he went to the synagogue to teach. 

The people were astonished at his wisdom and authority but they found it difficult 

to have a positive response to his message because to their minds Jesus was just 

one of them, someone they had known all their lives. They never even dreamed of 

the presence of God in one they knew so well. And as the gospel tells us they took 

offense at him. In other words, their attachment to their preconceived ideas 

became an obstacle to their faith in Jesus. 

Jesus dealt with this rejection/disappointment by quoting a proverb which said: 

“Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their 

kin, and in their own house.” (Mark 6:4) 

Jesus stood in line of Old Testament prophets who suffered rejection because the 

people did not like their message. 

The gospel reading ended by saying because of the people’s lack of proper 

disposition for receiving Jesus’ healing he was not able to perform any mighty 

deed there apart from curing a few people by laying his hands on them. 

In the first reading God warned Ezekiel from the very beginning of his prophetic 

call that he would face rejection. The people of Israel would react negatively to his 

prophetic message but he should stand firm to let them know that a prophet of 

God was among them. 



In the second reading, St Paul felt the sting of rejection in his apostolic ministry. 

But he was able to carry out in spite of weaknesses, insults, hardship, persecutions 

and constraints because he knew God was responsible for whatever good was 

accomplished in his ministry. 

There are two things that I would like to draw to your attention in this homily. 

1. What has been your response to the word of God? Or how open each of you 

is to the word of God? 

2. How do you react to rejections/disappointments? 

I know our response to the word of God has been positive and negative. Our 

response becomes negative when we listen to the word of God with a 

preconceived notion. We need to listen to it with an open mind and open heart 

and allow it to effect changes in our lives. 

The Church calls us today to overcome what keeps us from listening with an open 

mind and an open heart what the word of God offers us. 

Let us always recognize the voice of the ‘prophets’ in our midst. The word of God 

may come to us in a familiar voice of a friend, a wife, a husband, a father, a 

mother, a son, a daughter, a priest, a deacon even by someone that we may not 

particularly like. 

To be disappointed or to be rejected is part of our lives and so we need to deal 

with it as it comes. Like Jesus in the gospel reading we should not give up when we 

are rejected or disappointed.  

When Jesus was denied the opportunity do any mighty deed he helped the few. 

He did what he could. He never gave up on his own people. We should not give up 

when we are rejected or disappointed. Also like St Paul let us take comfort and 

confidence in God’s strength and do what we can. 

 


