
17th Sunday in ordinary Time 

Today’s Gospel marks the first four consecutive Sunday readings from John 6, known 

as the Eucharistic chapter. 

In the gospel reading we see Jesus crossing the Sea of Galilee to the shore of Tiberias 

to be alone with his disciples. Jesus and his disciples went up on the mountain and 

sat down there in order to escape the people. Even there on the mountain top the 

people were streaming towards them in the hope of benefitting from the power of 

Jesus’ teaching and healings. 

Jesus who was the ultimate source of the bread for the people asked Philip where 

they could buy enough food for them to eat. And according to Philip, it would take a 

huge sum of money to feed such a large crowd. That is, for him, feeding everyone 

would be humanly and financially impossible. 

In the midst of that great crowd of people, Andrew made a loving discovery. He said, 

“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish…” 

And like the servant of Elisha in the first reading Andrew felt that there was no way 

that the food was going to be sufficient for the people. So he said, “…but what good 

are these for so many?” 

But Jesus who saw the hand of God in everything and who looked at life through 

different eyes asked his disciples to get the people ready to eat. He then 

miraculously produced a superabundance of food and the entire crowd was 

completely satisfied, for all had as much bread and fish as they wanted. 

From the account we see John linking Jesus and his mission back to the great Old 

Testament prophets like Moses and Elisha. As God provided enough food to feed the 

people of Israel during their exodus through the desert during the time of Moses and 

as the miracle of Elisha in the first reading reminded the people of God’s care for 

them in the desert by feeding them with manna from heaven, so through Jesus God 

was going to provide sufficient food to feed his people. 



By this miracle of the multiplication of five loaves and two fish we are being 

reminded that the miracle of nourishing God’s people continues every time the 

Eucharist is celebrated. 

Let me now draw your attention to the following: 

Sometimes, like the servant of Elisha, Philip and Andrew, we underestimate what we 

can do to help people or to better our communities because we become 

overwhelmed by the enormity of problem or the task ahead of us. What we have to 

offer may not be much but there is no reason for failing to offer what we have. 

The point is, as Christians we need to look at life through different eyes and see the 

hand of God in everything we do. Our efforts may not be enough but God can make 

up the difference. Our small acts can yield big results. 

Like the servant of God Dorothy Day who co-founded Catholic Worker Movement let 

us see to the physical, social and spiritual needs of people even with scanty 

resources. Let us remember that with God, no situation is hopeless. 

In the second reading, St Paul invites us to live in a manner worthy of our Christian 

vocation.  He wants us to lead a lifestyle that is comparable to our Christian identity. 

That is to lead the life God intends for us—a life filled with love, community, grace, 

compassion, mission and closeness to God; in the words of St Paul humility, 

gentleness, patience, unity and peace. 


