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“In one Spirit, we were all baptized into one body… 
Now the body is not a single part, but many… There is 
(to be) no division in the body, but that the parts may 
have the same concern for one another. If one part 

suffers, all the parts suffer with it.”

1 Corinthians 12:13, 25-26



Why We Got Involved...
The Capuchin Franciscans were among the first Catholics 
to arrive in the Livingstone area in 1931. Like the founder of 
the Franciscan Order, St Francis, the members of St Mary’s 
Women’s Bible Study Group of Blacksburg, Virginia, wanted 
to follow Jesus’ urgent challenge: “Rebuild My Church”. St 
Joseph chapel that was built in the late sixties had partially 
collapsed on one entire side due to heavy tropical rains. It 
was calculated that it would be better to completely build 
a new chapel than attempt to repair part of it. With prayer 
and joy, construction began with the local community 
contributing to materials as well as sacrificial giving on the 
part of the Diocese of Livingstone. Together, the Church 
construction began, “all for the greater glory of God.”



Groundbreaking: December 7, 2019

We belong to each other because we 
belong to Christ, and we are all living 

stones in His Church.

1 Peter 2:4-6Joyful celebration with Bishop Kalumba



Early construction - April 26, 2019

“Through Christ Jesus the whole 
structure is held together and 
grows into a temple sacred in 
the Lord; in Christ you also are 
being built together into a 
dwelling place of God in the 
Spirit.”

Ephesians 2:21-22



Early construction - May 12, 2019

“Come to him, a living stone, 
rejected by human beings but 
chosen and precious in the sight of 
God, and, like living stones, let 
yourselves be built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ.”

1 Peter 2:4-5



July 8, 2019

August 6, 2019May 29, 2019



“I heard the voices of many angels who surrounded the throne and the 
living creatures and the elders. They were countless in number, and they 
cried out in a loud voice: ‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power and riches, wisdom and strength honor and glory and blessing.” 
Revelation 5:11-12



October 8, 2019

Window Installation Begins



Completed Church

“The One who sat on the throne said, 
‘Behold, I make all things new’.”

Revelation 21:5

October 2020



“What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword?... No, in all 
these things we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us. For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Romans 8:35-39



“What if every tremor of kindness here 
erupts in a miracle elsewhere in the 
world?” - Ann Voscamp



Crucifix measured 3m x 2m --- hand carved

Outfitted church with:

▶ 80 pews (holds 500-560 plus parishioners)
▶ 3 ambos
▶ 1 alter table
▶ 2 Presider’s Chairs
▶ 14 small chairs
▶ 3 small benches
▶ 3 tables

▶ All the above from V.M. General Dealers
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Dedication in March postponed 
due to COVID-19, but will take 

place October 31, 2020.

We rejoice together!



Looking Ahead...

The sixty members of the Women’s Bible Study (WBS) of St Mary’s Catholic Church, 
led by Glenda Canfield, Pat Garst, and Felistus Mukuni, have become involved in 
friendship and ministry with St Joseph’s Catholic Church in Livingstone and St Peter’s 
Catholic Church in Kasiya/Pemba.

Potential Future Community Projects:

▶ Construction of a small hospital
▶ Agricultural projects (cultivating Moringa)
▶ Additional boreholes for water access

If you wish to contribute a tax deductible gift, you may write checks to St Mary’s 
Catholic Church, with “Zambian Project” on the memo line. Join in the building of 
friendship and hope that spans miles and cultures.


