
PENTECOST SUNDAY 

We conclude the joyful Season of Easter by celebrating the feast of the outpouring 

of God’s Creator Spirit upon the apostles. 

Psalm 104, which we sang today is the hymn of creation. The hymn is about God’s 

who creates through the Holy Spirit. 

Verses 1, 24, 29-30 read: 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord, my God you are great indeed. How manifold 

are your works, O Lord! The earth is full of your creatures. 

If you take away their breathe, they perish and return to their dust. When you 

send forth your spirit, they are created and you renew the face of the earth.” 

This psalm underlies the importance of God’s spirit in our lives, especially as 

people who trust in him. It is the Spirit that  gives us life. 

Jesus before he left this world in his human form commanded the apostles to wait 

in Jerusalem until they receive the power of the Holy Spirit. 

In accordance with the command of Jesus, the apostles and a few women, 

especially, Jesus’ mother, stayed in the upper room and devoted themselves with 

one accord to prayer. 

The Holy Spirit rushed down on the apostles on the day of Pentecost, a day that 

the Jewish people gave thanks to God for the gift of their first fruits. 

The first reading tells us that on the day of Pentecost suddenly there came a sound 

from the sky like mighty wind and appearing as tongues of fire on each of them 

and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in foreign 

languages as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. 

It was the beginning of a new age, the beginning of a new life. The history of 

mankind began all over again. God sent forth his spirit to recreate the world, to 

renew the face of the earth. 

The Holy Spirit descended to restore order to chaos created by sin and division. 

Since the Holy Spirit descended to renew the face of the earth; to recreate the 

world Luke in the first reading speaks about a crowd that represented chosen 



people from the entire known world. And the apostles were to go beyond their 

own cultural background and preach the Gospel to the whole world. 

As we celebrate the feast of Pentecost, we look backward and celebrate the gift of 

the Spirit poured out on the Church; the Spirit sent forth to renew the face of the 

earth. We also look forward to the work the Church is sent to do by the power of 

the HolySpirit. 

The point is the Spirit is given to activate the Church to bring about what God has 

wanted from the beginning; to bring everything in heaven and on earth together in 

unity under Christ. 

The Spirit is the life- giving heart of Christian life. In the measure that the Spirit is 

active in us, we will desire to bring about unity, understanding and peace 

wherever we find ourselves. 

It is said that the desire for unity is a sign of the Spirit in us. The desire to remain 

separate and apart is a sign that we are not moved by the Spirit. 

So as we celebrate today the feast of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit let us pray 

that the Holy Spirit who is the life giving heart of our Christian life may strengthen 

our faith in Jesus and faith in ourselves so that all of us may be enriched by the 

gifts of one and the same Spirit and use them for the common good. We have to 

put them at the service of unity. We need to use them to build up our community, 

the Church as Paul advises in the second reading. 

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different 

workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. To each 

individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit (in some 

translations for the common good).” 

The gospel reading also tells us that the Holy Spirit was given to the apostles to 

forgive sins, that is, to bring all into communion with God and one another. 

Let us remember that the Spirit makes alive and fruitful our Christian grace so we 

should not suppress it. 

Let us remain true to the Spirit in our trust and obedience. 

 


