
HOMILY: THE CONCLUSION OF THE BICENTENNIAL JUBILEE 

This weekend the Diocese of Richmond concludes its year long celebraIons 
of the Bicentennial jubilee with the celebraIon of the memorial of Our Lady, 
the Mother of the Church. 

 As you know, in the past year, the Diocese had a number of celebraIons to 
thank God for its 200 years as a Diocese and community of faith. The 
Diocese also in the celebraIons honored those who gave witness to the 
Catholic faith in Virginia before us. 

Our readings for today’s celebraIon describe the Virgin Mary as the New 
Eve, the Mother of believers, a devoted disciple and a model of the Church 
at prayer. 

Mary, from the earliest Imes, has been called the New Eve because of the 
promise of the seed of the woman, the redeemer, to conquer the Serpent 
we read in the first reading. 

In the midst of Adam and Eve’s disobedience, the Lord God called to Adam 
and asked him, “Where are you?” 

We heard in the reading that before God ever pronounced a word of 
punishment to Adam and Eve He promised the ulImate triumph over the 
Serpent by the seed of the woman. 

We read, “The Lord God said to the Serpent: …I will put enmity between you 
and the woman and between your offspring and hers, he will strike at your 
head, while you strike at his heel.” (Genesis 3:15) 

The point is it was the Virgin Mary, the New Eve, who brought forth the New 
Adam, Jesus Christ, who saved human beings from the bondage of sin and 
death brought forth by the disobedience of Adam and Eve. 

In the second reading aaer the ascension of Jesus, Mary, the apostles and 
other disciples gathered in the upper room and persisted with one accord in 
prayer as they awaited the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 



Mary is described, in today’s preface, as “the pabern of the Church at 
prayer.” 

A porIon of the preface reads: “As the Apostles awaited the Spirit you had 
promised, she joined her supplicaIon to the prayers of the disciples and so 
became the pabern of the Church at prayer.” 

Mary joins her supplicaIon to our prayers when we gather to pray. She 
accompanies us in prayer. She intercedes for us always we who have 
recourse to her. 

In the gospel Mary standing beside the Cross, Jesus entrusted her to the care 
of the Beloved Disciple. 

“When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved, he said 
to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.” Then he said to the disciple, 
‘Behold, your mother.” (John 19:26) 

It is said that by naming his own mother as the mother of the Beloved 
Disciple, Jesus reveals a spiritual relaIonship between himself and the 
Beloved Disciple. Both of them are Mary’s sons. (Cf, The Gospel of John by 
Francis MarIn and William M. Wright IV) 

As members of the Church Mary takes us to herself as sons and daughters. 

Today as the Diocese of Richmond concludes its year long celebraIons of 
200 years of existence, the Diocese invites us, sons and daughters of Mary to 
remain faithful members of the Diocese and our parishes. We are to be 
authenIc ChrisIans in all situaIons we may find ourselves and respond 
posiIvely to the word of God no maber how challenging it may be. We are 
to allow the word of God to direct and shape our lives in all things. We are to 
persevere with one accord in prayer and worship. 

Let us conInue to nurture the Church by persevering in communion and 
mission so that the Church may conInue to serve as the visible presence of 
Christ in our communiIes. 


